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Acclaimed historian and political commentator Rashid Khalidi presents the compelling case that

U.S. and Soviet intervention in the Middle East not only exacerbated civil wars and provoked the

breakdown of fragile democracies, but continues to this day to shape global conflict in the region.

Examining the strategic interplay of cold war superpowers, Khalidi explains how the momentous

events that have occurred over the last two decadesâ€”including two Gulf wars, the occupation of

Iraq, and the rise of terrorismâ€”can only be understood in light of this chilling legacy.
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This is an important book from the well known scholar Rashid Khalidi whose previosu writings have

usually focused on the Arab-Israei conflict.(The Iron Cage: The Story of the Palestinian Struggle for

Statehood). However he has, of late, expanded his interests to examine the entire Middle East and

particularly the 'western' influence and meddling in the region.In this work he seeks to examine the

role of the Cold War in the Middle East. For a long time scholars have spoken of what is called an

'Arab Cold War', the internal struggle between Arab regimes who were allied with the U.S and

Russia. Egypt was a lynchpin in this for the Egyptian Nationalist government of Nasser and Sadat

flirted with he Soviets for some twenty years. Nasserism also influenced revolutions in Yemen and

attempted coups in Jordan and Lebanon, as well as Baghdad. Syria under the Ba'ath and the Asad

family was a close ally of the Soviets. So was Iraq under the Ba'ath. On the other side were the

Saudis, the Gulf States, Egypt after 1980, Jordan's King Hussein, the Yemenite royalists, Baghdad



before 1968 and Turkey. Lebanon was always problematic, torn by chaos after 1976 it had

numerous influences. The Palestinians too curried favor with the Soviets, especially the PFLP and

George Habash.Islamism and its rise among the Brotherhood, Hamas, and particularly in Iran in

1979 placed a third counterbalance to this Cold War reivalry in the region. Herein lies the problem

with the Khalidi analysis. Khalidi wants to show that the U.S and Soviet Union 'sowed crises' in the

Middle East.
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